The Chester Infirmary has received a cheque for ?500 from the Duke of "Westminster, being the proceeds of the shilling entrance fees paid by visitors who have inspected Eaton Hall during the past year.
The Committee of the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital are anxious, if possible, to re-open the two wards (one for males, and the other for females), which have been so long closed at their institution, in order to meet the pressing demands of the poor. About ?2,000 is needed to justify them in taking this step. The hospital has thirteen wards, capable of receiving about fifty cases at a time.
The Committee of the Royal Hospital for Children and Women are striving at the present time to raise a thousand pounds to clear off some pressing liabilities. The hospital, which is situated in the Westminster Bridge Road, in the midst of a very poor and a very populous neighbourhood, was established in 1816, and ranks as the oldest institution of its kind in London. It has now six wards, containing .53 beds for in-patients, who average over 400 a year, while the out-patients number between six and seven thousand.
The great success of last year's ball in aid of the Chelsea Hospital for Women has induced the Committee to repeat the expsriment. This year the Fancy Dress Ball and Children's Christmas Party is to be held in that superb suite of apartments known as the Whitehall Rooms, at the Hotel Metropole. The floor of this grand ball-room has been specially laid for dancing, and is in perfect order. The principal dining-room and the drawing-room will be used for the supper and retiring rooms. The ball, which has been fixed for January 13th, promises to be even a greater success than that of last year.
Children suffering from bodily deformities through no fault of their own, cannot fail to excite our sympathy. To see some of the paor little sufferers, whose friends are endeavouring to obtain for them admission into the City Orthopaedic Hospital, is a sight painful in the extreme. But it is yet more sad when one learns that many of these children, suffering in some cases from most agonising deformities of their littleframes, are unable to obtain admission from the simple fact that the funds of the hospital will not allow it. At the present time, there are nearly three hundred children waiting to get in, some of whom are in cruel torture from hip disease and distortions of the limbs. (Fraulein Selka) , is a guarantee of its respectability in this country; for members of the English Royal Family deservedly possess the full confidence of their fellow-countrymen in their good sense and discretion. The appeal now made is for sufficient funds to set the concern in thorough going order, after which it will be self-supporting. Subsequent contributions will not be discouraged, however; as, apart from the purpose of comfortably housing girl-students who can well afford to pay for the privilege, it is especially intended that this home should be a place where governesses looking for employment, or requiring a holiday-retreat, The erection of another wing, with a circular ward for twenty beds, would greatly add to the accommodation ; but at present the committee do not feel justified in incurring this responsibility, as the support the hospital has hitherto received does not keep pace with the necessary expenditure. We hope that aid for this deserving institution will not be sought in vain.
Aberdeen has decided to renovate and enlarge the Royal Infirmary, by way of commemorating the fiftieth year of Her Majesty's reign. It is estimated that the work will cost between ?20,000 and ?30,000. The Infirmary, to which the Queen is herself an annual subscriber, is much in need of extension and improvement in many directions, and the people of Aberdeen have, we think, acted wisely in adopting the " happy inspiration" of Lord Provost Henderson, who has given ?1,000. Already nearly a thousand pounds has been ubscribed to the endowment fund.
